How did the Pilgrims spend Thanksgiving?

The Pilgrim women and girls spent most of their
time cooking.

The men and the boys played games. The Indians
and Pilgrims shot bows and arrows. They played
“throwing the bar” and hand wrestling. They had
contests—jumping and running and racing.

They played games of stool ball with a leather ball
filled with feathers.

Miles Standish held a parade. One man blew the
trumpet. One man beat on the drum. The little group
of soldiers marched and fired their guns.

Thanksgiving was a time for eating and drinking, a
time for playing and for having fun.

And for the Pilgrims, it was a time for sharing and
for giving thanks to God. e




