
Roles of Living Things



•  Many animals are interdependent. Interdependent 
means that animals work together. Nile crocodiles and 
Egyptian plover.  The crocodile lets the bird in its 
mouth. Then, the bird eats leeches attached to the 
gums. Both animals benefit. The bird gets a meal. The 
crocodile gets its teeth cleaned.

II get a 
meal!!!   I

And I get clean 
teeth!!!





• You’re probably thinking “Is that really true?” And the 
answer is correct. Now, you will learn about 
Relationships in an Ecosystem.



• Every living has a role in its ecosystem. Think of it as a 
real-life play for living things. Each living thing gets a 
role, and that is like their play part. Plants play the role 
of the producer. A producer is an organism that makes 
its own food. The food that a producer makes is used 
for energy by organisms that eat the plant. All 
organisms need energy. If it’s as small as a sapling, to 
as big as a whale, every organism needs energy. 

• Plants use energy from the sun to make food. When an 
animal eats the plant, the energy gets transferred into 
the animal. Animals are consumers. (Cont.       )

I



• A consumer gets energy by eating plants, or by eating 
animals that eat plants. Consumers use this energy to 
live. In the end, all the consumers in an ecosystem 
depend on plants for food. Shelter is another basic 
need of living things. For example, in your backyard, 
you may have a bird or a squirrel that has made a 
comfy home in a tree. The leaves will also shade the 
animal in the summer, and the animal would be 
protected by enemies.





• Hope you learned a lot from that!!! Now, you will learn 
about Pollinators and Seed Dispersal.





Roles of the Living Things Pop Quiz!!!
1.!The living things are found in a _______________________.! !!
2. Insects and birds help _______________ flowers and disperse seeds.!!!
3. How are clown fish and the sea anemone interdependent?!
 _____________________________________________________________________!!
_____________________________________________________________________!!!
4._____________ can be a source of shelter for animals.!
                    !!
Circle which is true or false. !!
True or false - Clown fish are safe from its own enemies. !!
True or false - Trees provide shelter and protection for plants.!!!

OPTIONAL	  BONUS	  

PICK	  ANY	  ONE	  OF	  THESE	  TOPICS…	  REPRODUCTION,	  CONSUMER,	  PRODUCER,	  
POLLINATOR	  OR	  SEED	  DISPERSAL	  AND	  WRITE	  ABOUT	  IT	  IN	  A	  SMALL	  PARAGRAPH.	  
THIS	  IS	  WORTH	  25	  POINTS	  EXTRA.	  IF	  WRONG…	  YOU	  TRIED!	  WE	  WILL	  GIVE	  YOU	  10	  
POINTS	  IF	  YOU	  TRY. !!!!!!!!!!!


