Introduction

If you grew up with George Washington, you would have
lived a long time ago. George Washington was born in
Virginia in the year 1732.

Virginia is a state now, in the southern part of the
United States. But when George Washington was a boy,
it was one of the colonies that belonged to England.

This book tells you what it was like to live in Virginia
when George Washington was growing up there. That
was in the 1730s and the 1740s.

The people who came to settle in the colonies were
called colonists, and the times they lived in are called
colonial times.



Here are some of the people you will be reading about
in this book —

Farmers. Nearly all of the colonists in Virginia lived
on farms and grew tobacco. Most of them owned just
enough land to make a living. Some were very poor.

Planters. Rich farmers were usually called planters.
They had lots of land and lots of slaves to work on it.
Their farms were called plantations.

The richest planters lived in the eastern part of Vir-
ginia, close to the sea. That is where the Washington
family lived. George Washington’s father was not one of
the very rich planters, but he was not poor either.

People in the back country. The western part of Vir-
ginia was called the back country. It was mostly wilder-
ness.

Slaves. Slaves were brought from Africa and sold to
the farmers and planters.

This book does not tell you anything about the people
who lived in towns. There were only a few towns in
Virginia when George Washington was growing up.
Some of the towns had only four or five houses.

The biggest town in Virginia was Williamsburg, the
capital. About two thousand people lived there.

Today, visitors can go to Williamsburg and see what
it was like in colonial times.
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